Eagle Scout XXX Eagle Court of Honor
Unit Commissioner : At this time, on behalf of the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America, I hereby convene this Court of Honor for the purpose of presenting the Eagle Scout Badge to Eagle Scout, Scout Name.  Will everyone please stand and will the escorts please bring Eagle Scout forward to the front of the room.

[Eagle escort brings the Eagle Scout forward to the assembled group.]
Call to order: SPL
SPL:  Good Afternoon. Will everyone please rise for the Presentation of Colors and remain standing for the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the Scout oath and law.
SPL:  Color guard, advance.
    American Flag: Color Guard #1
    Troop Flag: Color Guard #2
· Color guard walks to the front of the sanctuary, troop follows and turns to the right at the front and moves into their seats on the right.  When the troop is STANDING in front of their Seats
SPL: I Pledge of Allegiance. . .
         Scout Oath 

         Scout Law 

SPL: Color guard, post the colors. 
· Color guard places the flags in the stands on either side of the altar and waits for SPL’s direction.
SPL: (to the color guard) Color Guard dismissed 
· Flag bearer on left walks around the back of the altar.  Flag bearer on the right waits until the other boy gets to his spot on the right.  They walk to their seats in the front row of the Scouting group.

SPL: (to the audience) Please be seated the invocation will be given by Religious person 
· SPL then takes his seat in front row of the Scout section.
Invocation: Religious person
Trail to Eagle: Scoutmaster 
1. Scout 1:  Scout Rank

We remember when you took your first step upon the trail that leads upward. With your first step, you began to start living the Scout Oath and Law and became a Scout.

2. Scout 2:  Tenderfoot Rank
All the while you were on the trail, we watched you study and then we watched you learn by doing. First you were only a candidate, building yourself physically, mentally, and morally. Then your brother Scouts called you a Tenderfoot and they were right, you were indeed a tenderfoot.

3. Scout 3:  Second Class

But not for long, for soon you reached the next ledge and there you were greeted by Second Class scouts.

4. Scout 4:  First Class
Some, like yourself, were stopping to catch their breaths before continuing along the trail. You began to study more, you worked harder, and almost before you knew it, you came to another ledge, the ledge where First Class scouts dwell

5. Scout 5:  Star Scout

There you found a tempting green meadow by a crystal clear stream and bathed in sun. Here you were tempted to remain. Yes, you could have remained there to live in First Class glory, but your ambition stirred you on. We next remember your progress when you became a Star Scout.
6. Scout 6:  Life Scout

You found that the trail from First Class had been an optical illusion. Not as difficult as it had seemed. This spurred you on, and again you climbed further.  Now the trail was steeper. Now it was less worn. Fewer Scouts seemed to be heading in your direction. You looked back and saw the crowds below you. You looked up and saw few above you, and with the same determination with which you started your climb, you continued on your trail.  Soon it was the badge of Life Scout, the heart badge that was placed on your uniform. You will never forget the thoughts in your heart. It has been experienced by most Scouts on reaching the ledge of Life. "Now I am close to Eagle. I will carry on." The trail became tougher, but more interesting. The original simple principles, the Scout Oath and Law, now had a fuller meaning. Your understanding of them was greater.

7. Scout 7:  Eagle

Yes, we watched your character unfold and you became manly. we have watched your leadership ability expand into a valuable asset. We have watched your mind develop and your wisdom increase. We have watched all of these things in you. And now that you are at the threshold of your goal, we welcome you, for you have done your climbing in a true Scout like manner to reach the heights of the Eagle.

 Voice of the Eagle: Scout/Adult
This is the voice of the Eagle, the Eagle whose heights you struggled hard to reach. We remember well when you first came to the base of the cliff, and how you looked up with ambition and determination.

Look back for a moment, look back over the cliff you have climbed; look back at the experience you have encountered in your ascent. These experiences you should not have forgotten, and you should profit by making sure that the adverse ones do not occur again. Experience is a valuable teacher if you heed its teachings

Scoutmaster: 
Scouts, parents and friends.

The Eagle Scout Badge is the highest youth award which may be earned by a member of the Boy Scouting program.  It represents another step forward by the Scout toward the BSA's goals of developing citizenship, of imparting character development and enhancing personal fitness.  While the Eagle Scout Badge is one of seven badges of rank which the Scout earns, the achievement of the Eagle Scout Badge is indeed the highest honor that a Scout may achieve.

Scout Eagle Scout XXX , will you please face the audience, raise your right hand in the Scout sign and please repeat the Scout Oath.

[Eagle Scout repeats the Scout Oath.]
Scoutmaster: 
Eagle Scout XXX, I wish to congratulate you upon this achievement on behalf of the boys and adults of Troop 142.  We are all extremely proud of your achievement and equally proud of your progress along the Scouting trail.  As a small token of our pride in you, it is my honor to present to you this special neckerchief, emblematic of all Eagle Scouts everywhere.  Please wear this with pride in our program and with pride in your personal achievement.

[Scoutmaster removes old neckerchief and replaces it with Eagle Scout neckerchief and slide.]

[Scoutmaster may then express his own personal good wishes for the new Eagle.]


Scoutmaster:  Just like your past progress along the trail, you did not go it alone.  Your fellow Patrol and Troop members assisted you greatly.  Your friends and those in your community supported you while you completed the service projects in the Troop.  But your parents supported you throughout and it is at this time I ask them to please join us here. Will the Eagle escorts please bring Eagle Scout and Eagle Scout parents forward to join their son.

[Eagle escorts bring Eagle Scout and eagle Scout parents forward.]


Scoutmaster: 

Eagle Scout Parent, I am pleased to present you with this Eagle medal and ask that you pin this symbol of high honor upon your son.

[Scoutmaster opens the Eagle award kit, gets out the Eagle medal and gives it to Eagle Scout Parent, who then pins Eagle Scout’s medal on his uniform on the left side centered above the pocket.]


Scoutmaster:  

Eagle Scout XXX, because your mother gave birth to you, nurtured you and gave you solace, comforted you and assisted in your development, I ask you to please present to her the small Eagle pin, a outward symbol of your achievement which she may wear with pride.

[Scoutmaster gives the pin to Eagle Scout XXX, who then turns and pins his Parent(s).]



Scoutmaster: 

It is now my honor to read to you a special message sent to you from the National Office of the Boy Scouts of America.  However, before I read this, I wish to call upon anyone present who is a holder of the Eagle Scout Badge to please stand.

[Eagle escorts and any other Eagle Scouts present stand at this time.  Scoutmaster reads the letter sent to Eagle Scouts from the National President and the Chief Scout Executive. Afterwards, Scoutmaster presents the letter and the Eagle Scout card to the father of the Scout.]


Scoutmaster: 

At this time, the National Council, Boy Scouts of America hereby recognizes Eagle Scout XXX, as an Eagle Scout.  We ask that Mr. XXX present his son with his Eagle card and the letter from the National Council.

[Mr XXX presents Eagle card and letter to Eagle Scout XXX.]


Scoutmaster: 

Eagle Scout XXX, because your father  raised you, taught you important lessons, gave you solace, comforted you and assisted in your development, I ask you to please present to him the small Eagle tie tack, a outward symbol of your achievement which he may wear with pride.

[Scoutmaster gives the tie tack to Eagle Scout XXX, who then turns and pins his father.]
MR. Adult1:


[Reads poem “One Hundred Scouts”]
MR. Adult1:


I now call forward Troop Committee member Committee Chair who will make a presentation to Dan on behalf of Troop 142.

Committee Chair:


[Presents flag]
Scoutmaster:
Eagle Scout XXX has asked to make a few remarks.
Eagle Scout:[Presents personal remarks]
Scoutmaster: Thank you, Eagle Scout XXX, for your remarks.  On behalf of Troop 142 I again congratulate you on your achievement.  I bid you to carry forward the principles of the Scout Oath and the Scout Law as you move forward throughout the rest of your life.  

I now ask Unit Commissioner to return to the podium.
Unit Commissioner: 
On behalf of the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America, I hereby declare this Court of Honor closed.  Please join me in greeting the Eagle Scout Dan Shacklett.
 Adult Leader:  Benediction: 


	One Hundred Scouts
Of any one hundred boys who become Scouts, it must be confessed that thirty will drop out in their first year. Perhaps this may be regarded as a failure, but later in life, all of these will remember that they had been in Scouting and will speak well of the program.

Of the one hundred, only rarely will one ever appear before a juvenile court judge. Twelve of the one hundred will be from families that belong to no church. Through Scouting, these twelve and many of their families will be brought into contact with a church and will continue to be active all their lives. Six of the one hundred will become pastors.

Each of the one hundred will learn something from Scouting, and all will develop hobbies that will add interest throughout the rest of their lives. Approximately one-half will serve in the military, and in varying degrees, profit from their Scout training. At least one will use it to save another person's life, and many may credit it for saving their own.

Four of the one hundred will reach Eagle rank, and at least one will later say that he valued his Eagle above his college degree. Many will find their future vocation through merit badge work and Scouting contacts. Seventeen of the one hundred boys will become adult leaders and will give leadership to thousands of additional boys.

One in four boys in America will become Scouts, but it is interesting to know that of the leaders of this nation in business, religion and politics, three out of four were Scouts.

This story will never end. Like the 'Golden Pebble' of service dropped into the human sea, it will continue to radiate in ever-widening circles, influencing the characters of men through unending time." 

	


 
Mr. Powell benediction:
Father of all scouts,

     Thank you for this remarkable young man, for his faith and perseverance along the Scouting trail.  We thank you, as well, for the scouts, and their families that helped them along the way.  Be with us all and especially with Eagle Scout XXX as he continues down the trail of life.

